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SUBJECT: KIMBERLY CLARK REQUESTS INFO ON CHANGE OF OWNER- 
SHIP OF ITS SAUDI DISTRIBUTOR-LICENSEE 

1 . SUMMARY: KIMBERLY CLARK (KC) COMPANY, NEENAH, WISCONSIN, 
SEEKING AN OBJECTIVE APPRAISAL, REQUESTS ASSISTANCE IN 
CLARIFYING CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF ITS LICENSEE IN AL-KHOBAR 
WHICH MANUFACTURES SOME OF KC'S CONSUMER PRODUCTS AND IS 
ITS EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR IN SAUDI ARABIA. 

2. KC SIGNED ORIGINAL AGREEMENT WITH SULEIMAN OLAY AN AND 
SON OF BEIRUT WHICH FORMED THE GENERAL TRADING COMPANY 
WHICH HAS BEEN KC’S DISTRIBUTOR SINCE 1948 AND MANU- 
FACTURING LICENSEE SINCE 1968. 

3. ON AUGUST 27, 1976, AS REQUIRED 0Y ITS AGREEMENT, KC 
RECEIVED LETTER ASKING IT TO ACCEPT CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP 
OF ITS LICENSEE-DISTRIBUTOR. 
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4. NEW OWNER OF THE GENERAL TRADING COMPANY IS A FIRM 
CALLED TRANSPORTATION AND TRADING INC. ( TTI). KIMBERLY 
CLARK INFORMED THAT ONE OF THE OWNERS OF TTI IS JARDINE 
MATHESON OF HONG KONG. KC BELIEVES THAT AMERICAN EXPRESS 
MIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENT CO. MAY ALSO BE AN OWNER OF TTI, 

SINCE AMERICAN EXPRESS WAS ASSOCIATED WITH SULEIMAN OLYAN 
IN THE OWNERSHIP OF GENERAL TRADING. 

5. AS APPROPRIATE, KC WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING INFOR- 
MATION ON REASONS FOR THE CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF GENERAL 
TRADING AND ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS THAT WOULD HELP KC 
EVALUATE THE NEW SET UP. 

6. KC SPECIFICALLY WOULD LIKE TO KNOW SULEIMAN OLYAN'S 
PERCENTAGE OWNERSHIP OF TTI. ALSO, WHETHER THERE COULD 
BE A PROBLEM WITH A CONFLICT OF INTEREST BETWEEN GENERAL 
TRADING'S OPERATIONS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES OF JARDIN 
MATHESON. 

7. KC WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF JARDINE 
MATHESON'S OPERATIONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AS NO WTDR IS 
AVAILABLE IN COMMERCE FOR THAT REGION. ROBINSON 
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